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RADIO THEATRE - 30th ANNIVERSARY TOUR…ON THE ROAD! 
LOGAN, UT – Riders In The Sky, America’s favorite cowboys are on the road with “Riders Radio Theatre” performing live at the Ellen Eccles Theatre April 1 & 2 at 7:30 p.m.

"Come be a part of the audience and the magic of a live radio theatre production on air," said Wally Bloss, executive director of the Cache Valley Center for the Arts. "This program will make its way to our local UPR station later this year and you could be a part of this rich American music tradition.” 
For thirty years Riders In The Sky have been keepers of the flame passed on by the Sons of the Pioneers, Gene Autry and Roy Rogers, reviving and revitalizing the genre.  And while remaining true to the integrity of Western music, they have themselves become modern-day icons by branding the genre with their own legendary wacky humor and way-out Western wit, and all along encouraging buckaroos and buckarettes to live life “The Cowboy Way!” Loosely based on shows from the Golden Age of Radio, Riders Radio Theatre originated as a weekly show recorded in front of a live audience. The show starred “America’s Favorite Cowboys” Riders In The Sky, along with announcer Texas Bix Bender (the voice that sold a million baby chicks over Border Radio), Sound FX wizard Professor Zeno, and numerous special guests from Garth Brooks to the Dixie Chicks to Cincinnati Reds owner Marge Schott.  Although loaded with music, laugh-out-loud comedy, and faux commercials, the heart of Riders Radio Theatre was the melodrama- the continuing saga of The Cowboy Way!

Ranger Doug, Too Slim, Woody Paul and Joey the Cowpolka King are back, righting the wrongs of Slocum and Charlie, along with fan favorites Sidemeat (Riders faithful sidekick and cook), Miss Marm (Ranger Doug’s love interest who runs the Montessori Day Care and Prune Ranch), High Sheriff Drywall, and all the other denizens of Tumbleweed Valley! This two-hour performance begins and ends with Riders’ performing the best in Western music, from Woody’s Roundup to Tumblin’ Tumbleweeds… but in between, the stage presentation of “Riders Radio Theatre… On the Road!” rides again!  The two-act melodrama leaves fans on the edge of their seats at intermission, and has them cheering for more with the dramatic conclusion in Act II!  But the fun and laughter gets even better when local guest personality participates in the script as Miss Marm and the audience gets riled up by Texas Bix Bender and the SFX Wizard, Professor Zeno! 

Riders In The Sky began performing in 1977 at the erstwhile Nashvile nightspot “Phranks & Steins.” Celebrating their 30th anniversary tour, the original members of Riders In The Sky are still “bringing good beef to hungry people” while putting up Ripken-like numbers! 
Appearing regularly on Austin City Limits, Riders In The Sky have traveled all over the states and became the first Western music group to join the Grand Old Opry. Enjoy a night filled with Grammy award winning performances by Ranger Doug, Woody Paul, Too Slim, and Joey the CowPolka King. 

As a classic cowboy quartet, the trail has led them to heights they could have never predicted.  Riders have chalked up over 5440 concert appearances in all 50 states and 11 countries, appearing in venues everywhere from the Nashville National Guard Armory to Carnegie Hall, and from county fairs to the Hollywood Bowl.  Their cowboy charisma and comedic flair made them naturals for TV, and landed them their own weekly show on TNN, as well as a Saturday morning series on CBS.  They have been guests on countless TV specials, documentaries and variety shows, appearing with everyone from Barney to Penn & Teller.  And their animated likenesses have shared the screen with Daffy Duck on the Cartoon Network, and the Disney Channel’s Stanley.  If you consider their compositional credits, one might call them “Writers In The Sky!”  In addition to penning award winning songs for their own albums, they wrote the score for Pixar Animation’s 2002 Academy Award-winning short “For the Birds.”  They composed the theme song for the internet cartoon show “Thomas Timberwolf” by renowned Bugs Bunny creator Chuck Jones.  But the animated character that history will most certainly link to Riders In The Sky is the loveable cowboy Woody, as Riders performed “Woody’s Round Up” in “Toy Story 2,” with the album of the same name garnering Riders their first Grammy Award in 2001 for “Best Musical Album for Children.”  Two years later, Riders roped their second Grammy in the same category, for “Monsters Inc. – Scream Factory Favorites,” the companion CD to Pixar’s award-winning movie.
Ultimately, exceptional careers do not go unnoticed, and throughout theirs, Riders In The Sky have been honored regularly.  In addition to being inducted into the Grand Ole Opry, Riders are in the Western Music Association’s Hall of Fame, the Country Music Foundation’s Walkway of Stars, and the Walk of Western Stars (in Newhall, CA near Melody Ranch Studios) along with Gene, Roy, John Wayne and other cowboy legends.  No less important than their two Grammies, Riders have been the Western Music Association’s “Entertainers Of the Year” six times, and won “Traditional Group of the Year” and “Traditional Album of the Year” multiple times.  The Academy of Western Artists has named them “Western Music Group of the Year” twice in 5 years, and the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum has bestowed Riders with their Wrangler Award statuette three times.  It comes as no surprise then that Billboard magazine’s Jim Bessman counts them as one of “the most historically significant acts in the history of American music.”
Indeed, the Riders—Ranger Doug (Idol of American Youth), Woody Paul (King of the Cowboy Fiddlers), Too Slim ("Licensed Driver"), and Joey (the CowPolka King)—have single-handedly revived and revitalized an entire music genre since their formation. With their recent induction into the prestigious Walk of Western Stars in Newhall, California, they've only added more luster to an extraordinary career that long ago placed them rightfully alongside the all-time greats as the world's premiere Western recording and touring band.

As real-life characters, the Riders continue to record seasonal episodes of Riders Radio Theatre, a radio program that's been broadcast by over 170 public and commercial stations since 1989. They've also starred in their own Saturday morning children's TV series, "Riders In The Sky," for CBS; hosted another one, "Tumbleweed Theater," for TNN; appeared regularly on "Austin City Limits"; and served as spokesmen for the National Park Service, Opryland, and such varied products as Levis, Taco Bell, Budweiser, Coke, and Cheer. Additionally, the group performed in "Sweet Dreams," the acclaimed Patsy Cline biopic starring Jessica Lange, and the Kenny Rogers made-for-TV movie "Wild Horses." There can be no doubt, however, that after 30 years, more than 5,440 performances, 3,641,888 miles traveled, and 41,601 yodels, the only way is “the cowboy way.” 
So saddle up and get ready to ride through an evening of wacky western wit, heavenly harmonies, and high-yodeling adventure, as “RIDERS RADIO THEATRE… ON THE ROAD!” thrills and entertains your entire herd! This concert will entertain the entire family! Tickets for Riders In The Sky are $12, $17, $18 and $21, and may be ordered online or through the CVCA Ticket Office at 435-752-0026 (10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Monday- Friday). A 50% child discount, 25% USU student discount, and a 15% group discount are available. For more information about this event please visit www.CenterForTheArts.us. For information about Riders In The Sky visit www.ridersinthesky.com. 
Riders In The Sky is sponsored in part by: George S. and Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation; Marie Eccles Caine Foundation; Gossner Foods; Utah Public Radio 89.5/91.5; The Valley Channel.
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Additional contacts:

CVCA Contact: Amanda Castillo, Marketing Director
Cache Valley Center for the Arts: 43 South Main, Logan, UT

Phone Number: 435-753-6518 ext. 15
Email: ACastillo@CenterForTheArts.us 
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Ranger Doug (Douglas B. Green) - ("The Idol of American Youth") -Guitar & Vocals
Woody Paul (Paul Woodrow Chrisman) - ("King of the Cowboy Fiddlers") - Fiddle & Vocals
Too Slim (Fred LaBour) - ("Licensed Driver") - Bunkhouse Bass & Vocals
Joey “the CowPolka King” (Joey Miskulin) - Accordion & Vocals
