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NNENNA FREELON
JAZZ VOCALIST, NNENNA FREELON, 
PAYS TRIBUTE TO BILLIE HOLIDAY 
LOGAN, UT—GRAMMY®-nominated jazz vocalist NNENNA FREELON pays tribute to "Lady Day" at the Ellen Eccles Theatre September 19 & 20 at 7:30 p.m. The program celebrates the late jazz icon Billie Holiday and features a star-studded lineup of some of her well known Jazz Standards. Freelon and her band have toured extensively to support Concord Records' release of Blueprint of a Lady - Sketches of Billie Holiday, including tours to New Jersey, Los Angeles, Seattle, Portland, and Philadelphia and now Logan.
“Nnenna Freelon adds a fresh new twist to many classic songs from Great American Songbook,” said Wally Bloss, executive director of the Cache Valley Center for the Arts. “Her honey like voice makes these classics sound new all over.” 
Traditional tribute shows tend to evoke the sound of their legendary forbearer, Nneena Freelon pays Billie Holiday the highest tribute by capturing the spirit of her life and struggles. Freelon's sixth Concord Jazz release, Blueprint of a Lady - Sketches of Billie Holiday, coincided with the 90th anniversary of Holiday's birth, yet the six-time GRAMMY® nominee presents a moving and uniquely contemporary homage -- a distinctively refreshing take on the legendary jazz singer's firmly established contributions to music. 
Often compared to Sarah Vaughan, versatile vocalist Nnenna Freelon recorded her debut for Columbia Records in 1992 but took a break to raise three children and have a career in health services. In 1996 she returned to her vocal career and has since recorded five albums for the prestigious jazz label, Concord, and three prior recordings on the Columbia label. In 2007, her appearances include “In Performance at The White House” to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz.  
Blueprint Of A Lady: Sketches of Billie Holiday received a Grammy-nomination for best jazz vocal performance. Listen to "God Bless The Child," "Don't Explain," "Them There Eyes," "Strange Fruit" (sung in a medley with a Latin-inflected "Willow Weep For Me"), or the reggae-infused version of "All of Me," and you reach the inescapable conclusion that deep admiration, not imitation, is Freelon's inspired intention. As inventive as ever, Freelon takes these Holiday-associated songs and fulfills Billie Holiday’s message to all artists: “No two people on earth are alike, and it’s got to be that way with music or it isn’t music.” Freelon is a winner of the Billie Holiday Award from the prestigious Academie du Jazz, the Eubie Blake Award, and has twice been nominated for the “Lady of Soul” Soul Train Award. What’s more, Freelon has performed and toured with a veritable who’s who in jazz, from Ray Charles and Ellis Marsalis to Al Jarreau and George Benson, among many others.
An accomplished singer, composer, producer, and arranger (as well as budding actress), Freelon has dedicated herself to educating young people, both musicians and non-musicians. During Freelon's stay she will be providing a workshop titled Babysong, a program that encourages mothers and fathers to sing or hum to their unborn or newborn children to help stimulate development and create deeper bonds through sound communication. While performing all over the world, the company has wowed the imagination of close to half a million people since their formation in 1991. Taking dance to new heights, they deliver a dynamic and athletic performance, leaving audiences breathless. For more information, visit www.nnenna.com
Tickets for NNENNA FREELON range from $16 to $26 and may be purchased at the CVCA Ticket Office Monday-Friday from 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. at 43 S. Main in Logan.. A 50% child discount and 25% USU student discounts are available. Tickets may also be purchased online at www.CenterForTheArts.us. The indoor concert will commence at 7.30pm and tickets are sure to sell fast, so get in quick!  
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