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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(October 28, 2008) – (Logan, UT)

AFRICAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Ellen Eccles Theatre [Map]

43 South Main, Logan, UT  84321
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LITTLE VOICES AT THE ELLEN ECCLES THEATRE
LOGAN, UT — Through their voices and their music, the children of the AFRICAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR are taking Africa to the rest of the world. For over 23 years, the choir has been performing throughout the world and will be performing live at the Ellen Eccles Theatre on November 10th & 11th with Journey of Hope in Concert.
“The AFRICAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR will sing there hearts out on behalf of their brothers, their sisters, their friends, and their villages,” said Wally Bloss, executive director for the Cache Valley Center for the Arts. “Their tour provides relief, education and music programs to almost 8,000 underprivileged children by showcasing the beauty, dignity and potential of the African child.”

Show time is 7:30 p.m.  Tickets are priced at $13, $17, $18, & $21 and may be ordered & printed online at www.CenterForTheArts.us or by calling the CVCA Ticket Office at (435) 752-0026.  The Ticket Office is open Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and an hour before the performance.  
AFRICAN CHILDREN’S CHOIR is a large choir made up of children ages 7 to 12 from several African nations. Since its inception, the choir has included children from Uganda, Kenya, Rwanda, South Africa, Nigeria, and Ghana. Many of the children have lost one or both parents to AIDS and other poverty-related diseases, and all of them are victims of extreme poverty. 

The Choir was founded in 1984 in Uganda when the country was embroiled in a Civil War that left hundreds of thousands of orphans in great need. Since their formation they have expanded to provide support to serve children and families in Rwanda, Ghana, Nigeria, the Sudan, Kenya, Somalia and South Africa including many schools, support centers, and programs. These children could have lost all hope, but the have overcome their circumstances and are now making a positive impact on society by being a voice for millions of children suffering in Africa. The choir travels all over the world to tell their story and find aid to help relieve the widespread suffering. This show is a collection of Africa’s many stories, their journey, and their hope.   

For each new annual tour, new children are selected. The African Children's Choir currently has two choirs touring the United States, the 28th and 29th choirs in the organization's history. This program will be comprised of children from Uganda.

The choir serves as the main fund raising branch for its parent organization, Music For Life Institute, with proceeds from the choir’s work used to fund education and relief efforts for African children affected by poverty and disease. Over 7,000 children in several African nations are currently being supported through the program. 
The Choir has released a number of albums and DVDs over the years, and has performed at major events and venues around the world. The Choir has appeared at the British House of Commons and the Pentagon, at some of the world's most prestigious halls, including the Royal Albert Hall, the London Palladium, the International Club of Berlin and the Palais des Beaux Arts in Brussels, Belgium.

In 2005 the Choir achieved increased worldwide visibility through several highly publicized performances. They performed at the Live 8 concert in London with Mariah Carey and Paul McCartney, and were featured on The Tonight Show, The Ellen DeGeneres Show. In 2006, they performed at an event for one.org and before the United Nations for its UNAIDS summit. In December of 2006, they made a second appearance on The Tonight Show.

 The Choir has also recorded songs for the soundtracks of major motion pictures including Hotel Rwanda and Blood Diamond. On April 25, 2007 the Choir sang as part of American Idol's Idol Gives Back, singing "You Raise Me Up" with Josh Groban. They also performed on the finale of American Idol Season 6 at the Kodak Theatre on May 23, 2007.

To find out more about African Children’s Choir visit www.AfricanChildrensChoir.com. For more information visit the Cache Valley Center for the Arts online at www.CenterForTheArts.us or call (435) 752-0026. The CVCA Ticket Office located at 43 South Main, in the downtown Logan Arts District during regular business hours M-F 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. Parking is available within walking distance of the theatre. A 50% child discount, 25% USU student discount, and a 15% group discount are available. For patrons with special needs, the Cache Valley Center for the Arts offers wheelchair accessible seating, and listening assistive devices.  Please identify any needs you may have when making a reservation.   

This and other programs are made possible in part by funds from the George S. and Dolores Doré Eccles Foundation; Marie Eccles Caine Foundation; Utah Arts Council; National Endowment for the Arts; Watkins Printing; USU University Inn. 
Helping Africa’s most vulnerable children today… so they can help Africa tomorrow. 
“They sing like angels” – Diane Sawyer, Good Morning America
“What a wonderful experience it was to work with the African Children’s Choir…They turned this song into a double-dose of optimism and hope for the future. Their pure sweet joy is like a breath of fresh air.” – Bill Gaither
 “We’ve always believed that mountain can be moved one child at a time. Children hold the key to Africa’s future. By providing children at risk with an education and hope today, we can help advance Africa tomorrow.” 
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Additional contacts:

CVCA Contact: Amanda Castillo, Marketing Director
Cache Valley Center for the Arts: 43 South Main, Logan, UT

Phone Number: 435-753-6518 ext. 15 • Email: ACastillo@CenterForTheArts.us
